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Grade VI
Lesson 6. Mystery of the Talking Fan

ﬂ POETRY 1
[ SOUL OF THE POEM j

The poem beaut if ully capt ures the movement of the much familiar and mundane objects

around us, which intoday’s time are a very essential part of our existence. The poem discusses
t he movement of a ceiling fan. The poet discusses t he sound made by t he ceiling f an comparing
it to human chatter, though unknown and incompr ehensible.

STANZAWI SE EXPLANATI ON OF THE POEM

| Stanza 1 I

Once there was atalking f an-

Electrical his chatter.
| couldn’t quite hear what he said
And | hope it doesnt matter
Because one day somebody oiled
His little whirling mot or
And all the mystery was spoiled-
He ran as still as water.
Ref erence The above lines have been taken from Maude Rubin’s poem, ‘Mystery of the Talking
Fan.
Context The poem, inthese lines, closely observes t he movement of the ceiling fan, calling its
noise chatter.
Explanation The poem opens wit h the personification of the fan, being given human attribut es
such as the ability to talk and chatter. The poet calls the fan’s noise an ‘electrical chatter.’ The
poet is unable t o comprehend what exactly it means and bef ore the poet could succeed in
decoding the mystery, somebody oiled its motor. Ever since, it functioned in such a smoot h

manner that no noise could be heard. The talking fan’ f ell silent.
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NCERT FOLDER T | Working With The Poem I

. Fans don’t talk, but it is possible to imagine that they do. What is it, then, that

sounds like the fan’s chatter?

The noise created by the fan’s motor due to lack of oiling was being compared to the

fan’s chatter.

. Complete the following sentence.

(i) The chatter is electrical because.....
The fan functions on an electrical mot or and the noise was being produced by its
mot or

(i) It is mysterious because....... .
The poet was unable t o comprehend what the fan was saying

. What do you think the talking fan was demanding?

The talking f an seems t 0 be demanding some attention. It was demanding oiling. The
moment it was oiled, it fell silent.

. How does an electric fan managed to throw so much air when it is switched on?

An electric fan comprises of three blades and a whirling motor. The moment it is
switched on, the motor starts and beginstorotate, forcing the blades t o move in
circular movement. This generates alot of pressure, which forces the air downwards in
all directions.

. Is there a ‘talking fan’ in your house? Create a dialogue between the fan and a

mechanic.

Yes : Thereis atalking fanin my house, which perhaps requires some
oiling.

A :hil just realised that you are atalking fan.

Talking fan : Oh great! Finally! | had been waiting f or someone to pay attention

tomy chatter.

A : Why so?

I never knew you were tryingto seek attention.

Talking fan : Of course, | was. What else am | expected to do when nobody
Worries about my maintenance. My parts in awretched state. They
need some oiling t o f unction smoot hly. Alas, nobody is bot hered.

A : I sthat what’s troubling you? | ’ll make sure that | ask momto call a
mechanic for you . The mechanic would t ake care of your problem
and of fer solution.

Talking fan : Thank you so much. That would indeed be kind.
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CHAPTER PRACTI CE T

1.

[ Very Short Answer type questions j

1. What does the phrase, “he ran as still as water” mean?

The phrase, “he ran as still as water” meant that it began to f unction smoot hly.
2. What was troubling the talking fan?
The talking fan was being troubled by lack of oiling on its various parts, disabling him

from f unct ioning smoot hly.

[ Short Answer type questions j

Why was all the ‘mystery’ spoilt ?

The poet could hear the chatter of the fan, though she could not understand it.
But soon, t he scope to decode and comprehend it was lost as the fan’s mot or was oiled by
someone.

Thereafter, the talking fan became silent.

. Who do you think or understand what the talking fan wished to convey?

The talking f an seemed t o be very noisily and continuously chattering.
Perhaps, besides t he poet the others could hear it t oo. Though t he poet was curious, she
never made an attempt to understand what the talking f an said. Or perhaps bef ore she
could, the message was decoded by the person who attended to the needs of the fan by

oiling its mot or.

E Extract Based questions j

Directions (Q. Nos. 1-6) Read the extract given below and answer the following questions.

| couldn't quite hear what he said
And | hope it doesn't matter
Because one day somebody oiled
His little whirling mot or

And all the myst ery was spoiled.
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. Why does the poet say, “l hope it doesn't matter”?

The poet was hoping that the fan’s chatter didnt make much dif f erence.

. Who oiled the motor?

The poem doesn’t indicat e who oiled the motor, but it surely wasn't the speaker.

. What was the connection between the motor and the fan’s chatter?

The lack of oil inthe motor was responsible for the noise produced by the fan.

. Who is the ‘he’ in the first line of the extract?

(a) The poet (b) The mechanic (c) The talking fan (d) The mother

The talking fan

. Why did the talking fan’s chatter come to an end?

(a) Somebody repaired the motor.
(b) The poet asked him to shut up.
(c) The fan fell on the ground.

(d) The poet left the house.

(a) Somebody repaired the mot or.

. Choose the synonym of the word ‘whirling’

(a) Rotating (b) Chatting (c) Obscurity (d) Story

(a) Rotating
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